






It is an honor to serve as the new President of MDIA. I am
excited to begin this year working with the other board
members, Mount Diablo State Park staff, the many 
volunteers who support the park, and dedicated members
of MDIA. It is a difficult task to step into the shoes of the
past President, Rich McDrew, who for five years as
President and a total of nine years on the board 
accomplished so much to fulfill the vision of MDIA. I
want to extend, along with the entire membership of
MDIA, a great thank you to Rich for all the work he has
done to enhance the experience of visitors within the park.
We all look forward to continuing to work with Rich on
several MDIA committees and especially to seeing him
continue with the task of removing non-indigenous 
material from the park. 

By way of introduction to those whom I have not yet met,
I am a native of the Bay Area, born in Oakland, raised in
Orinda, and a graduate of UC Berkeley and Cal State
Sacramento with degrees in Biochemistry and Chemistry.
I continue to work in Research and Development at the
Clorox Company, where I have spent the last 30 years. I
have served as MDIA Board Secretary and Vice President,
and enjoy many weekends as a docent at the Mitchell
Canyon Visitor Center. Please feel free to contact me at any
time with ideas and especially the desire to volunteer for the
many opportunities MDIA and the park have to offer. You
can reach me at 925-939-6421 or mitchell.mdia@gmail.com.

Annual Membership Meeting

On the afternoon of October 24 in the picnic area of
Mitchell Canyon, MDIA conducted its 35th annual 
membership meeting. We were blessed with sunny warm
weather which, prior to the meeting, was enjoyed by many
who took the hike through the canyon, guided by Ken
Lavin. Those of us on the walk were lucky to find a “late
fall” tarantula looking for a mate as it crossed the trail.

Nearly 50 MDIA members
and guests attended the
meeting. Since not all
members were able to
attend, following is a brief
summary. Rich McDrew
opened the meeting, 
dedicating it to the memory
of Craig Lyon, a long-time
member who gave many
years of service to MDIA
and the park as a board
member, originator of the
Mitchell Canyon Visitor Center/Docent program, 
and leader of the team that created the Trail Through
Time. Craig will be missed by all who worked with him
over the years.

Rich reported that MDIA is in excellent financial shape
with assets near $175K and able to support the many
MDIA sponsored projects in the park. Financial support is
due in great part to the 325 wonderful members of MDIA
who continue to renew their membership year after year.
Since MDIA is staffed completely by volunteers, almost all
of the money collected can be used for important programs
in the park, and all financial supporters are greatly appreciated.

2009 MDIA Projects

Several important projects were worked on this year:

• The Sixth Edition Trail Map of Mount Diablo State
Park was completed thanks to the dedication of Warren 
Tighe and the map committee. This full-color map,
printed on water-resistant paper, is available in and
outside the park at visitor centers and local retail stores.

• Three benches were installed in Mitchell Canyon
thanks to the leadership of Leslie Dawson and a donation

The MDIA Board meets from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
at Sports Basement, 1881 Ygnacio Valley Road
(across from Heather Farm Park), Walnut Creek,
925-941-6100. Sports Basement generously allows
MDIA to use one of their private meeting rooms.

MDIA members and their guests are most 
welcome to attend Board meetings.

•  March 25 •  August 26

•  April 22 •  September 23

•  May 27 •  October 28

•  June 24 •  December 2

•  July 22

Saturday, October 30, is tentatively set for the
Annual MDIA Membership Meeting in Mitchell
Canyon. The date will be confirmed later.
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Events / hikes about Mount Diablo 
are described in the MDIA website
http://www.mdia.org/events.htm.  

We encourage you to look at this site, and 
join in on these activities.  Thanks!
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Like most organizations, MDIA does some 
communication via email–it is not only timely 
but cost-effective.  Nancy Topp maintains the
MDIA email directory.  If you would like to add or
update your email address in this directory, please
provide it to Nancy at mnvtopp@pacbell.net.
Please be assured that your email address will
not be shared with any other organization or
company without your permission.

Jim Mitchell, MDIA President
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From left: Sue Donecker, Burt Bogardus, Ken Lavin, Leslie
Dawson, Mike Woodring, Leslie Contreras, Nancy Topp, Jim
Mitchell, Ruth Ann Kishi, Ralph Wright, Jim Holmes, Steve
Elliott, Maria Tice, Roi Peers. Not shown: Helene Crowley.


